09/27/99 15:50 FAX 2035958266 



WALKER DIGITAL 



@)008 



# 

Patent Docket No. 3553-4020 



including prices which are concealed from said customer; 

if no goods or services are to be sold to said customer after said querying, transmitting a 

rejection of said first conditional purchase offer to said customer, and 

*fah*J Afl aUtirt fa dt^tf 
ttetorringj|Said customer from submitting a second conditional purchase offer for said 

goods or services. 



130. The method of claim 1 29 wb 

. conditio; 



said customer 




i 



do 



■fun 



\2tT. The method of c\aim£Z9 wherein said^-detefring comprises rejecting said second 
conditional purchase offer. 

L3Cf. The method of claim tS^further comprising: 

receiving an express authorization to charge said credit card account to pay for said goods 
or services. 

i33T The method of claim 132 wherein said express authorization is received from a credit 
card issuer. 

< i 

134? The method of claim 429 wherein said goods or services includes at least one of: an 
airline ticket, an automobile, insurance, computer equipment and a hotel accommodation. 

J£?. The method of claim 129 wherein said database is stored in a computer reservation 
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system. 

A system for processing the sale of goods or services, comprising: 
a memory device storing a program; 
a processor in communication with said memory; 
said processor operative with said program to: 

receive a first conditional purchase offer from a customer for the purchase of said goods 
or services, wherein said first conditional purchase offer is a binding offer including a customer- 
defined price; 

receive a payment identifier specifying a credit card account for use in providing payment 

for said goods or services; 

after receiving said first conditional purchase offer and said payment identifier, query a 
database of seller-defined rules provided by a plurality of sellers to determine if said goods or 
services are to be sold to said customer for said customer-defined price, said seller-defined rules 
including prices which are concealed from said customer; 

if no goods or sendees are to be sold to said customer after said querying, transmit a 
rejection of said first conditional purchase offer to said customer; and 




^deter said customer from submitting a second conditional purchase offer for said goods or 



services. 



^L31 ^ The sys tem of claim 136 whereuy^a&l processor is operative to deter said customer from 
submitting said second conditional ~puij^ customer from submitting 

said second conditional purchase offer. 
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<i j>*}J achon is +* r^at 

The system of claim 136 whereiy r oce sso r i s-<?perafav34Q-d^ 
^ -submitting-s trid u uuoi iJ co n d itional puirhaap nffrr h r rejcefeg said second conditional purchase 



\ 




offer. 

1 7 

J#97 The system of claim 12€ wherein said processor is operative to: 

receive an express authorization to charge said credit card account to pay for said goods 
or services. 

/> t 

The system of claim ^wherein said express authorization is received from a credit card 

issuer. 

•WTT The system of claim 4-36 wherein said goods or services includes at least one of: an 
airline ticket, an automobile, insurance, computer equipment and a hotel accommodation. 

-*4Z* The system of claim *36 wherein said database is stored in a computer reservation 
system. 

it> ... 

443? A computer system for processing the sale of goods or services, comprising: 

means for receiving a first conditional purchase offer from a customer for the purchase of 

said goods or services, wherein said first conditional purchase offer is a binding offer including a 

customer-defined price; 

means for receiving a payment identifier specifying a credit card account for use in 

providing payment for said goods or services; 
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means for, after receiving said first conditional purchase offer and said payment 
identifier, querying a database of seller-defined rules provided by a plurality of sellers to 
determine if said goods or services are to be sold to said customer for said customer-defined 
price, said seller^defined rules including prices which are concealed from said customer, 

means for, if no goods or services are to be sold to said customer after said querying, 
transmitting a rejection of said first conditional purchase offer to said customer; and 

means fo^etS«g said customer from submitting said second conditional purchase offer 
for said goods or services. 

An article of manufacture comprising: 
a computer readable medium comprising instructions for: 

receiving a first conditional purchase offer from a customer for the purchase of said- 
goods or services, wherein said first conditional purchase offer is a binding offer including a 

customer-defined price; 

receiving a payment identifier specifying a credit card account for use in providing 

payment for said goods or services; 

after receiving said first conditional purchase offer and said payment identifier, querying 
a database of seller-defined rules provided by a plurality of sellers to determine if said goods or 
services are to be sold to said customer for said customer-defined price, said seller-defined rules 
including prices which are concealed from said customer; 

if no goods or services are to be sold to said customer after said querying, transmitting a 
rejection of said first conditional purchase offer to said customer, and ^ ^ ^ ^ 

T detcrring^said customer from submitting a second conditional purchase offer tor saio^ 
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